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    Period 3

Change Over Time Essay: India (300 C.E.- 600 C.E.)

    During the late classical era; Persia was in the Sasanid dynasty, China was in disorder with regional kingdoms, and India had its Gupta Empire. India was the impressive subcontinent in southern Asia with several geographical barriers, making it almost impossible to make contact with. Through the Khyber Pass in the Hindu Kush mountains, traders established a trade route that would connect India with China and Persia. Armies would also use that entry way to conquer India, because it was one of the only ways into the subcontinent. After the fall of the Mauryan Empire, India was going through regional kingdoms, the rise and fall of an empire with religions that continued on or gradually became less appealing.
    India’s political structure and ways of government changed during the course of time. After the fall of the Mauryan empire, India was left into the forming of regional kingdoms with local rulers bringing order to the large areas. In northwestern India, conquerors from Bactria were in control of the area. The northern area of India and central Asia were apart of the Kushan Empire that established the trade routes connecting India with the lands to the north that were apart of the Silk Road. The power of the regional kingdoms attracted other rulers to conquer it for more power. In 320 C.E., Chandra Gupta founded the Gupta Empire. He formed allies with powerful people that helped establish his empire. The later rulers of the Gupta empire were Samudra Gupta and Chandra Gupta II. The Gupta transformed India’s individual kingdoms into one decentralized government with their allies overseeing affairs throughout the empire. The fall of the Gupta empire happened due to the invasion of the White Huns from central Asia which the Gupta empire defended against losing a lot of resources that gradually weakened them. The white Huns eventually took over northern India and had the rest of India divided. Throughout all of the changes India went through, they still continued trade with Persia and China exporting cotton, black pepper, and aromatics via land and sea trading. Southern India was still free from control, because the Vindhya Range served as a border between northern and southern India making it difficult to conquer the southern area.
    India had Buddhism as a strong religion during it’s time since Ashoka, ruler in the Mauryan dynasty, had supported it throughout his reign and it continued on; until in the late classical period where there was a decline in Buddhism. It became more remote from the population as the Buddhist monks stopped spreading their teachings among India, but it was spread beyond India into China. In China, where it attracted migrants to visit India to learn more of the Buddhist st values in its homeland. The Buddhist monks received the monasteries from Ashoka’s support and the endowment of wealthy patrons where they later stayed inside without spreading their message. Hinduism soon became the dominant religion and was supported by the Gupta emperors. The Gupta emperors gave land grants to Hindu Brahmans and had schools that taught Hindu teachings bringing Hinduism to become the stronger religion. There were also minor change in the caste system. The development of jati which served as sub castes helped maintain social order. They resolved their conflicts and regulated community affairs on their own from the jati. Their changes in their religion and social view, complimented their political change. But the continuity of some factors also complimented India.
     The continuity factors of India were stable and strengthen India. The social structure of India flourished throughout the time period. The caste system of brahmins, kshatriyas, vaishyas, and shudras kept social order through the regional kingdoms, and the empires. It was an impact on Hinduism beliefs of fulfilling one’s social responsibility. India is a largely patriarchal society. They continued teaching that women were weak and couldn’t be emotionally stable. By doing so, they were marrying off young girls to older men to do domesticated household chores and place them under control of men. Hinduism also remained as a dominant religion, sharing the beliefs of social responsibilities having a spiritual significance and the escape from reincarnation.  Hinduism continued being popular because Buddhism was gradually falling in popularity in India. The caste system, patriarchal society, and the dominance of Hinduism continued as India experienced changes politically and culturally.
    During the time 300 C.E. to 600 C.E., India went from having regional kingdoms to being unified. Through the changes in different types of governments and cultural beliefs India has experienced, the social order and trading were kept constant throughout the time period. India was between the Persian Empire and China and was apart of the Silk Road that facilliated trade between the three areas. That was what happened in India during the late classical era.                                       
